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JUNEAU – On September 26, the Alaska State Historical Records Advisory Board (ASHRAB) awarded 

Arlene Schmuland and Michael Catoggio archival Certificates of Excellence for their impressive Great 

Alaska Earthquake of 1964 Project located at http://www.64akquake.org/. Schmuland is the Head of 

Archives & Special Collections at the University of Alaska Anchorage Consortium Library.  Catoggio 

served as the Project Archivist.  

Schmuland and Cattogio collaborated statewide with many institutions, organizations, and individuals 

that resulted in images, information, and first-hand accounts of the earthquake to be placed on its 

website commemorating the 50
th

 anniversary of the earthquake that occurred March 27, 1964.  Over 600 

images of the earthquake are available in digital form for the first time. 

The ASHRAB also chose the Michael E. Krauss Alaska Native Language Archive (ANLA) at the Elmer 

E. Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska Fairbanks under its innovative archival project category.  

For this project staff collected and digitized its holdings, including source documents related to various 

native languages of Alaska to make this diverse linguistic heritage widely available to international 

scholars and students.  The ANLA has placed its language recordings, linguistic materials and 

documents collections online here http://www.uaf.edu/anla/.  Michael E. Krauss is the founder of the 

collection who worked for several decades to establish the most comprehensive indigenous languages 

resource in the world. 

The ASHRAB, coordinated by the State Archivist, is a 9-member Governor-appointed state board. The 

ASHRAB believes that the collection and preservation of historical records, Alaska’s priceless legacy, 

are fundamental to understanding our past and guiding our future. This was the ASHRAB’s third year 

recognizing archival excellence among several worthy nominations. 
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